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You Are Free! 
 
On July 4th, we’ll celebrate “freedom”. Freedom 
is also what we’re focused on in our Sunday 
morning worship study of the New Testament 
book of Galatians this summer at Immanuel. 
Freedom is a basic human desire, so we would 
expect to read about it in the Bible. While the 
Bible often speaks of freedom, its focus is most 

frequently related to the spiritual freedom a person can experience in Christ. 
 
First, freedom in Christ is seen in contrast to the bondage of sin. Romans 
6:23 says, "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord." In other words, living in “sin” brings about 
brokenness in life – fractured relationships, no sense of purpose to life, and 
countless other things. Knowing Jesus Christ provides freedom from the 
control of sin and life with Him – now and into eternity. 
 
Second, freedom in Christ is seen as the only true form of freedom, because 
it provides lasting freedom beyond this life. John 8:36 notes, "If the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed." We now know the truth that sets us free as 
believers (John 8:32). 
 
Third, a person who has experienced true freedom in Christ is called to live 
as His servant. This seems like a paradox to the non-believer, yet the 
freedom found in Christ gives the believer a desire to live for Christ as a 
servant. This attitude reflects the attitude displayed by Jesus Himself during 
His time on earth (John 13:1-20; Philippians 2:5-11). 
 
Having freedom in Jesus doesn’t mean that sin is completely removed. Paul 
spoke of his ongoing struggle with sin (Romans 7:15-20), yet also noted that 
sin no longer controlled him (Romans 6:1-2). He was now a person who 
sought to live a transformed life because of his new life in Christ (Romans 
12:1-2). This included putting off old habits and developing new patterns that 
honored God (Ephesians 4:22-32). 
 
We experience true freedom in Christ by knowing Him, walking in His ways, 
and engaging with the changes He makes in and through our lives as we 
focus on service to Him and to others. This freedom transcends the human 
freedoms desired in this world, providing peace in this life and freedom with 
Christ forevermore.  As you celebrate freedom, remember the greatest 
freedom of all… in Christ Jesus. 
 

God is with us... Pastor Scott 
 

 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.20-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.20-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.1-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.5-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%207.15-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.22-32


CERESCO DAYS 2019 “FAITH OF OUR 
FATHERS” CELEBRATION CONCERT 
Thursday, July 11th at 6 p.m. at the City Park 
 
On July 11th, our community will celebrate God’s 
faithfulness. Ron Brown will be the guest speaker.  
The evening celebration is free and will have a 
number of area choirs and singers (including 
Immanuel’s choir as we sing “You Are Holy” and 
“Soon and Very Soon”).   

 
Free will donations will be accepted and concessions will be available.   
 
Bring a lawn chair to sit on and join us for a night of worship and praise at the park.  In 
case of rain, the event will be moved to the Methodist Church. 
 
 

IMMANUEL CHOIR PRACTICE  
Sundays, June 30 & July 7 after worship 
 

Everyone from Immanuel is welcome to join the 
choir as we practice for the July 11th “Faith of our 

Fathers” community concert.  We will be practicing two songs – “You Are Holy” and 
“Soon and Very Soon”.  The songs will be sung in unison (there will be no parts) so it 
will be easy to sing along.  Even if you’ve never sung in the choir before, this is your 
chance to “make a joyful noise to the Lord”.   

Practice will be at 10:30 a.m. on June 30th and July 7th for less than a half hour. 

 

 

LCMC Heartland District Conference 
Our Partnership in the Gospel 

Pastors & People: Proclaiming the Gospel Together 
Philippians 1:3-6 

 
Morningside Lutheran Church of Sioux City, Iowa 

700 South Martha Street 

Saturday July 13th - 8:00am-2:00pm 
 

Mark your calendar for the 2019 Heartland District Annual Conference to be held at 
Morningside Lutheran Church in Sioux City, Iowa.  This year’s conference will provide a 
time for members of our district’s congregations to gather for worship, Bible study, and 
make decisions in common mission for Christ.  We’ll be carpooling from Immanuel on 
Saturday, July 13th at 6 a.m. and be there for the day. If you wish to attend, please 
contact Pastor Scott (402.499.4444) and we’ll save you a space. 



AN IMMANUEL CENTENNIAL 
“CHALLENGE” 
For Immanuel’s centennial year, we are collecting 
100 household cleaning supplies and paper 

products for Adult & Teen Challenge of the Midlands.  A while back, we had three 
women who were clients of Adult & Teen Challenge share their testimonies of how God 
was changing their lives, plus we heard from the co-directors of the program.  Adult & 
Teen Challenge of the Midlands has facilities in Beatrice, Omaha and western Iowa. 

During July, we are collecting the items listed below to donate to this important ministry.  
Please leave your donation on the table in the church entry area.  Items needed are: 

Laundry soap  Dryer sheets  Clorox wipes  Windex 
Hand soap  Dish soap  Dishwasher soap Multi-purpose cleaner 
Paper towels  Kleenex  Toilet paper  Tall kitchen bags 
Feminine products Small trash bags Tin foil   Swiffer liquid & Swiffer mop heads 
Plastic wrap  Parchment paper Gallon, Quart and Sandwich size Ziploc bags 
 
We will also be collecting items for children for “Samaritan’s Purse” later this summer as 
a part of our “Immanuel Centennial Challenge”. 

 

July 2019 Immanuel Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tues Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

June 30 
9:30 am – 
Worship 
10:30 am –  
Choir 
practice 
 

1 
7:00 pm 
Vacation 
Bible 
School 
planning 
meeting 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 
 
INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
9: 30 am – 
Worship 
10:30 am – 
Choir 
practice 
 

8 9 10 
6:00 pm –  
Decorate the 
Centennial 
parade float 

11 
6:00 pm –“Faith of 
Our Fathers” 
concert at City 
Park 

12 
CERESCO 

DAYS 

13 
8 am – LCMC 
District mtg in 
Sioux City 
 
CERESCO 
DAYS 

14 
9:30am – 
Worship 
 
 

15 
7:00 
Church 
Council 
meeting 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
9:30am – 
Worship 
 

22 
6:15 pm – 
Vacation 
Bible 
School at 
Immanuel 

23 
6:15 pm 
Vacation 
Bible 
School at 
Immanuel 

24 
6:15 pm – 
Vacation 
Bible School 
at Immanuel 
 

25 
6:15 pm – 
Vacation Bible 
School at 
Immanuel 

26 27 

28 
9:30am – 
Worship 

29 
 
 

30 31 
 
 

Aug 1 Aug 2 
 
 

Aug 3 
 

 



 

COMMUNITY 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

July 22-25, 6:15 - 8:00 PM 
  Hosted at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Ceresco with fan support from the 
Methodist and Covenant Churches of Ceresco. For children PreKindergarten 

through sixth grade. 
 

GAME N! 
Be Part of God’s Team 

             

 

  Register at Ceresco Days “Kids 
Games” on Saturday, July 13th 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. or at the 

church the day of VBS. 

  For more information please call 
Immanuel Lutheran Church at 

402.665.2270 or Pastor Scott  on 
his cellphone at 402.499.4444 

 
 

A THANK YOU FROM THE RAYMOND CENTRAL BACKPACK 
PROGRAM 
The Backpack Committee would like to thank Immanuel for their generous donation of 
gift cards to the families at Easter to support their food needs.  We also greatly 
appreciate using your facility to store the food all year long.  You have a generous 
congregation to help us with this need in the community.  Blessings to all!  

   Raymond Central Backpack Committee member, Jean Dunley 

 

     DAILY GAME PLAN 
    6:15 PM – Registration and Music 

        6:30 PM – Lessons, Games, Crafts and 
Snack Time 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Needed: Volunteers at the Annual Gathering  
September 29 - October 2, 2019  |  CHI Health Center 
Omaha  
  
The Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) Annual Gathering this 
year is being held in Omaha. To make this gathering successful, we need to recruit 
many hands to be volunteers. 
  
Would you consider being a volunteer for a few hours during the conference time 
and share your gift of hospitality and caring? Take a look at the areas below and 
see where you best fit. 
  
Prayer Chapel Volunteer: 
All during the Gathering, the prayer room is occupied with prayer people. Prayer is 
the key for a great Gathering. One of the LCMC Board members will be there with 
you most of the time.  
  
Saturday: 
We need a bunch of folks to put materials into the attendee bags. This is a great 
way to meet people for sure. You don’t have to be registered for the Gathering to 
help on Saturday. Start the day a 9:00AM putting materials into the participant 
bags. 
  
Sunday through Wednesday: 
Be a greeter!  Welcome people with a smile and a greeting. You will be the first 
people folks see when they come in. Sets the tone for the entire Gathering. You 
will be strategically placed to share your smiles and information. 
  
The Merchandise table needs volunteers to sell t-shirts and things.  
  
“Stand-by Helpers” is a team that is willing to go anywhere and do anything. It’s 
really fun to be a servant…you never know where you will end up. 
  
 
Ready to join the Volunteer team? Do you have any questions? 
  
Contact Wilson Metz, Volunteer Coordinator 
Pastor@LCMC-LM.net      Phone: 402-650-1417  (Ashland, Nebraska) 

 

mailto:Pastor@LCMC-LM.net


 

A THANK YOU FROM RON BOTTORFF 
On behalf of the Raymond Central TeamMates, I want 

to thank you for allowing me to present information about the RC TeamMates during 
your worship service on Sunday, June 2nd at Immanuel.  Together we can develop a 
culture within the Raymond Central community that embraces the importance of 
mentoring and understands that all youth can benefit from mentoring.  Thank you for 
your support.     - Ron Bottorff, President of the Raymond Central TeamMates board 

To volunteer with TeamMates: 
1. Visit TeamMates.org to sign-up 
2. Or contact: 

   Kris White, RC TeamMates Coordinator 
   c/o Raymond Central Elementary School 
   406 E. 3rd St., Valparaiso, NE  68065 
      krwhite@rcentral.org  
 

To donate: 
1. Send checks to: 

   Raymond Central TeamMates 
   c/o Kris White, RC TeamMates Coordinator 
   Raymond Central Elementary School 
   406 E. 3rd St., Valparaiso, NE  68065 

2. Amazon purchases – use “Amazon Smile”: select charity “TeamMates Mentoring 
Program Valparaiso” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



  
 
 
 



 
 

 
Prayer List 

Christie Bevington (Health – Member) 

Andrea Christensen (Health – J Christensen) 

Richard Benes (terminal cancer – Fredrickson) 

Pam Beckman (cancer – Otto) 

Heather Lucht (Health – Hanson) 

Jason Arensdorf (Health – Fredrickson) 

Craig Boden (Health & work – J. Boden) 

Julie Hart (Health – Bible) 

Kim Pearson (Health – L Pearson) 

Kelly Hamilton (Health – Bevington) 

Sandi Wendell (Health – Wilson) 

Briggs Gushard (Health – Rudeen) 

Evelyn Beck (Health - R. Wilson) 

Sydney Kenning (Health -  Badberg) 

Blaine & Jessica Kaiser (Safety while traveling – Kaiser) 

The Ceresco Methodist & Covenant Churches 

 

 
 



 
 

 
JULY USHERS 
July     7  Kevin & Gaylene Olson 

July  14  Scott & Shannon Black 

July  21  Ken Sherwood & Jodi Boden 

July  28  Christie Bevington 

 

JULY LECTORS 

July      7  Donna Hansen 

July    14  Scott Black 

July    21  Jodi Boden 

July    28  Isaak Fredrickson 
     

 

JULY -SEPT. ACOLYTES 

July 7 - Joe Weaver 

August 4 - Jace Badberg 

Sept 1 - Taylor Oldfield 

July Food Pantry  
Paper Goods 

Paper Plates, Cups 
Napkins, Paper Towels 

Toilet Paper 
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